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THE LIONS CLUB OF 
WINDSOR LOCKS, CONNECTICUT 

 
 
 

Approved: December 17, 1992 
Effective: January 1, 1993  

 
Amended: December 19, 1996 

Amended: April 1, 1999 
Amended: June 1, 2000 

Amended: March 15, 2001 
Amended: February 3, 2005 



 
 

 
 ARTICLE I 

Name 
 

The name of this organization shall be "THE LIONS CLUB OF WINDSOR LOCKS, CONNECTICUT, 
INC.", organized in 1942 and chartered in 1943 by and under the jurisdiction of the International 
Association of Lions Clubs and incorporated under the laws of the State of Connecticut. 
 
 

ARTICLE II 
Objects 

 
The objects of this club shall be: 
 

1. To create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the world. 
 
2. To promote the principles of good government and good citizenship. 
 
3. To take an active interest in the civic, cultural, social, and moral welfare of the community. 
 
4. To unite the members in the bonds of friendship, good fellowship, and mutual understanding. 
 
5. To provide a forum for the open discussion of all matters of public interest;  provided, however, 

that partisan politics and sectarian religion shall not be debated by club members at club functions. 
 
6. To encourage service-minded persons to serve their community without personal financial reward, 

and to encourage efficiency and promote high ethical standards in commerce, industry, 
professions, public works, and private endeavors. 

 
 

ARTICLE III 
M embership 

 
Section A.  Upon approval of the Board of Directors, and subject to the provisions of Section B, 
hereinafter, any person of legal majority, and good moral character and good reputation in the community, 
may be granted membership in this Lions Club.   
 
Section B.  Types of membership shall be as follows: 
 

1. ACTIVE:  An active member is a member who is entitled to all rights and privileges and subject 
to all obligations which membership in a Lions Club confers or implies.  Without limiting such 
rights and obligations, such rights and privileges shall include eligibility to seek, if otherwise 
qualified, any office in this Club, District, or Association and the right to vote on all matters 
requiring a vote of the membership; and such obligations shall include regular attendance, prompt 
payment of International, District and Club dues, participation in Club activities, and conduct 
reflecting a favorable image of this Club. 

        Section A.  An active member is a member who attends or participates in a minimum of four (4)   
 meetings and/or projects in a year.   
                  
2. MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  A Member-at-Large is a member who is unable to attend Club meetings 

regularly and desires to retain membership in this Club.  This type of membership requires the 
prompt payment of International, District and Club dues and participation in club activities.  A 
Member-at-Large shall not be eligible to hold office or to vote in District or International 
Meetings or Conventions.  Applications for this type of membership shall be submitted in writing 



to the Club Secretary, and referred to the Membership Chairperson for review.  The Board of 
Directors of this Club, by a simple majority vote, may grant this status for a period of no more 
than six months.  Re-application by the member and re-approval by the Board of Directors is 
required to continue this status.  Renewal of this status may be contingent upon participation by 
the member in Club activities during the previous At-Large status. 

 
3. HONORARY:  An Honorary member is an individual, not a member of this Lions Club, having 

performed outstanding service for the community or this Lions Club, upon whom this Club desires 
to confer special distinction.  This Club shall pay entrance fees and International and District dues 
for such a member, who may attend meetings, but shall not be entitled to any privileges of Active 
Membership. 

 
4. PRIVILEGED:  A Privileged member is any member of this Club who has been a Lion fifteen or 

more years and, because of illness, infirmities, or advanced age, as determined by the Board of 
Directors of this Club, must relinquish Active status.  Such member shall pay International, 
District and Club dues and shall have the right to vote and be entitled to all other privileges of 
membership, except the right to hold Club, District, or International office. 

 
5. INTERNATIONAL LIFE MEMBER:  A Life member is any member of this Club who has 

maintained continuous Active membership as a Lion for 20 years or more and has rendered 
outstanding service to this Club, the community, or Lions International, or has served as an 
Officer of Lions International.  Life Membership in this club may be granted upon: 
a. Recommendation of the Board of Directors to Lions International. 
b. Payment of the required Lions International fee by this Club in lieu of all future dues to Lions 

International, and 
c. Approval by the International Board of Directors. 
Life Members shall have all privileges of Active Membership and shall be exempt from paying  
ALL dues. 
 

6.  CLUB LIFE MEMBER:  A Club Life member is a member who has attained the age of 65 years, 
with 25 years of accumulative active membership or 30 years of accumulative active service 
regardless of age.  Such member shall be recommended by the Secretary to the Board of Directors 
for its approval.  Such member shall be exempt from paying ALL dues.  

 
7.  ASSOCIATE MEMBER: A member who holds his/her primary membership in another Lions 

Club but maintains a residence or is employed in the conferring club’s community. This status 
may be conferred by the invitation of the Board of Directors and shall be reviewed annually by 
said board. The conferring club shall not report an Associate Member on its Membership and 
Activities Report. 

  An Associate Member may be eligible to vote on club matters at meetings where he/she is 
present in person, but may not represent the club, which has conferred Associate Member status, 
as a delegate at District (Single, Sub-, Provisional and/or Multiple) or international conventions. 
He/she shall not be eligible to hold Club, District or International office, nor District, Multiple 
District or International committee assignment through the conferring club. International and 
District (Single, Sub-, Provisional and/or Multiple) dues shall not be assessed on the club 
conferring Associate Member status but shall be assessed by the club in which he/she maintains 
Active Membership; provided, however, the local club shall assess an Associate member Club 
dues. 

 
8. AFFILIATE MEMBER: A quality individual of the community who currently is not able to fully 

participate as an Active member of the club but desires to support the club and its community 
service initiatives and be affil iated with the club. This status may be conferred by the invitation of 
the club's board of directors.  
       An Affil iate Member may be eligible to vote on club matters at meetings where he/she is 
present in person, but may not represent the club as a delegate at district (single, sub, transitional, 
provisional, and/or multiple) or international conventions. 



      He/she shall not be eligible to hold club, district or international office, nor district, multiple 
district or international committee assignment. An Affiliate Member shall be required to pay 
district, international and such dues as the local club may charge.  This is a full membership 
category like Active member. It is different from the At-Large category, which is a short term, 
transitional category that must be reviewed by the Club’s Board of Directors every six months. 
The Affil iate category is limited to 10% of the total Club roster at the time of acceptance by the 
Board of Directors. Once each June, the Board of Directors shall review each Affil iate member for 
continuation of this status for the next year. Renewal of this status is contingent upon participation 
by the Affil iate member in Club service activity during the past year as well as payment of dues. 

 
  

Section C.  No person shall simultaneously hold membership, other than Life, Associate or Honorary, in 
this and any other Lions Club. 
 
 
 
 
Section D.  Membership in this Club shall be acquired by invitation only.  Nominations shall be made on 
forms provided by the International Office, which shall be signed by a member, in good standing of a Lions 
Club, who shall act as sponsor.  No prospective new member shall be invited to join this Club until after 
their nomination has been approved in the following manner:  the sponsoring member shall present the 
completed "Proposal for Membership Form" of the prospect to the Chairperson of the Membership 
Committee who, after investigation, shall submit the same to the Board of Directors for majority approval.  
A properly completed "Invitation to Membership Form", together with the membership fee, must be 
submitted to the Membership Chairperson prior to the prospective member's induction.  The Secretary shall 
report the new member to Lions International after induction unless otherwise specified by the Board of 
Directors.  All outstanding obligations from prior membership must be satisfied before reinstatement of 
membership. 
 
Section E.  Reinstatement of Membership.  Any member dropped from membership in this Club may be 
reinstated, within six months from the date of termination of membership, by a majority vote of the Board 
of Directors.  (The Board of Directors shall require an investigation by the Membership Committee prior to 
such vote.)  In the event more than six months have elapsed between such termination and the 
reinstatement application, it will be necessary for the former member to come into the Club under the 
procedure set forth in Section D of this Article III.  All outstanding obligations from prior membership 
must be satisfied before reinstatement of membership. 
 
Section F.  Transfer Membership.  This Club may grant membership on a transfer basis to one who has 
terminated or is terminating membership in another Lions Club, provided that: 
 

1. The application for transfer of membership is received by the Secretary of this Club within six 
months following the date of termination of membership in the former club; 

2. Such termination was in good standing; 
3. The applicant provides a statement from the Secretary of the current or former club, as the case 

may be, showing the applicant's record in such former club; and 
4. Such application is approved by the Board of Directors. 
 

If more than six months have elapsed between termination of membership in another club and application 
for transfer, an applicant may acquire membership in this Club only under the provisions of Section D of 
this Article III. 
 
 

ARTICLE IV 
Fees and Dues 

 



Section A.  Each new, reinstated, and transfer member shall pay an entrance fee determined by the Board of 
Directors, which fee shall include the current International Association entrance fee and the Club entrance 
fee, and shall be collected before such member is inducted as a member of this Club and before the 
Secretary may report such to Lions International;  provided, however, that the Board of Directors may elect 
to assess this entrance fee on a pro-rata basis or waive all or part of the Club portion of said entrance fee as 
to any member granted membership by transfer or reinstated within six months of termination of the prior 
Lions Club membership.  In the event more than six months have elapsed between the separation of the 
member and their reinstatement application, it will be necessary for this person to join the Club as a new 
member. 
 
In the event of any changes in District or International entrance fees, this Club's entrance fee shall be 
changed proportionately. 
 
Section B.  The dues of this Club shall be determined by the Board of Directors each year for each active 
member, member-at-large, and privileged member. The dues shall be based upon Local dues, District dues 
and International dues.  These dues are payable to the Treasurer annually in advance, on July 1 of each 
year.  Any member who has not paid the Club dues within ninety days of the due date shall be subject to 
the provisions of Article VI.  In the event of any changes in District or International fees, this Club's total 
dues may be changed proportionately.  New members joining during the fiscal year shall be charged a pro-
rata fee for dues. 
 
Section C.  Honorary Members shall not be required to pay Club dues.  In all cases, the Club shall pay from  
its regular administrative funds the Lions International entrance fee, as well as International and District 
dues. 
 
Section D.  The Treasurer of this Club shall remit International and District (Single or Multiple) dues at the 
times specified in the respective International and District (Single or Multiple) Constitution and By-Laws. 
 
No dues, fees, or assessments in addition to those set forth herein may be levied on, or required of, any 
member of this Club, unless previously approved by the Board of Directors and thereafter ratified by the 
Club membership at a regular meeting. 
 

Article V 
Resignations 

 
Any member may resign from this Club, and said resignation shall become effective upon acceptance 
thereof by the Board of Directors.  The Board may withhold acceptance, however, until all indebtedness 
has been paid, all Club funds and property have been returned, and all right to use of the name "LIONS", 
the emblem, and other insignia of this Club and this Association have been surrendered. 
 
 

Article VI 
Forfeiture of M embership 

 
Section A.  A member shall be notified in writing by the Corresponding Secretary of the causes for 
potential forfeiture of membership and shall be given the opportunity to be heard before the Board of 
Directors at its next scheduled Board meeting. 
 
Section B.  The Treasurer shall submit to the Club Secretary the name of any member who refuses or 
neglects to pay any indebtedness due the Club within ninety days.  The Board of Directors may decide 
thereafter whether such member shall be dropped or retained on the roster. 
 
Section C.  The names of any members who shall absent themselves from four consecutive regular 
meetings of the Club, without acceptable cause being given to the Membership Committee Chairperson or 
the Club Secretary, shall be submitted to the Board of Directors by the Secretary at the Board meeting next 
following the fourth such absence, and the Board of Directors shall decide within thirty days thereafter 
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